Before the Maharashtra State Commission for
Protection of Child Rights.

Enquiry, under section 13(1) & 14 of the child right
protection act, 2005.

Case No. 146/ 2012-13

Enquiry report regarding siphoning of food items under
T.H.R. for cattle and hens in the village Mohkhurd,

Taluka Vikramgad, District Thane.

In order, to email dated 9/6/2012 received from the Principal
Secretary, Women and Child Development, Government of.
Maharashtra; regarding matter displayed on N.D.T.V. on 8/6/2012 on
the basis of sting operation conducted by the reporter of N.D.T.V., an
enquiry has been conducted by the Secretary, Child Right

Commission.

2.  After visiting area, discussing issues with beneficiaries, local
representatives, Government officials and others, preliminary
enquiry report was prepared and submitted on 16/6/2012 with
recommendation to implement the earlier suggestion of the
Commission dated 15/5/2012 (case No.155) and 15/5/2012 (case
No.262). In the reports various safeguards, on the issues related
with the schemes T.H.R. and Ready to Eat Material have been

suggested. Brief contents of both the reports are as follows :

Suggestion of the Commission dated 15/5/2012 (case No.155)

I Reasonable, Judicious and logical criteria should be evolved to select
beneficiaries under T.H.R. scheme on the basis of ration cards electricity



bills, domicile certificate of guardians of beneficiaries and in some cases
beneficiaries themselves (pregnant and lacting women), birth certificates,
hospital certificate etc. 80% beneficiary as surveyed by Anganwadi
sevikas, should be counter checked by the supervisor in person and 25%
surveyed beneficiaries should be cross checked at the level of C.D.P.0O.’s on

the basis of actual records.

II)  On the line of ration card , photo identity cards should be allotted to
the beneficiaries and on the photo identity cards ,date of birth, place of
residence of the children along with parents should be mentioned. Photo
identity card shall have column for thumb impression /signature, month,
year etc.

III) Quantities of food items, playing materials and other essential
items which are being issued to parents or guardians, of beneficiaries
shall be recorded in the identity cards . However of the crossing elegibility
criteria same should be marked in the prescribed columns and in case no
of beneficiaries are increasing then same shall be entered after verifying

the records by the office of CDPO.

IV) Items should be distributed by the Aganwadi Sevika in presence of
Sarpanch, supervisors and representative of prominent N.G.Os.

V)  Supplier should be selected among those who have their units in the
state of Maharashtra not outside of Maharashtra and it should be ensured,
that practice as taking over manufacturing units on lease be
discouraged. Agencies should have their own manufacturing units, under
ownership not on lease basis , it should be put as main condition in the
tender documents.

VI) To enable the small scale units actually constituted by mahila
mandals / mahila groups to take part in the tendering procedure, the term
and conditions be placed accordingly.

VII) The tender condition may be modified in such way that owner of the
industries on the name of mahila mandals could not be able to grab work
orders.

VII) The detailed enquiry should be initiated in this regard especially
supply of food items from Kota after constituting committees for every unit



of Anganwadis on the line of worker engaged for census so that no. of
actual beneficiaries and food items as shown on records may be verified.

Suggestion of the Commission dated 15/5/2012 (case N 0.262)

1. Selection of beneficiaries should be done on the basis of relevant records such

2 Everychﬂdshouldbeaﬂottedtothephotoide ity cards along with unique
code numbers,

3. On the line of Ration cards, photo identity cards should be issued to
family of beneficiaries after entering name of parents, sister brothers and their
age. Cards should be checked and verified by the anganwadi sevikas and
supervisors. Parents should come atleast once in fortnight along with ident; N
cards for verification at the anganwadi centers. Registers as maintained by the
Anganwadi Centers should be counter checked by the supervisor at the interval of
every 3 days and at least half of the ganwadis should be checked by Child
Development Project Officer fortn; htly.

o

4.  Local level monitoring and control committees having atleast 5 members
and not more than 15 members should be constituted on the line of Panchayat
Raj Institution by way of election from the Gramsabha comprising the members
of gram sabha, sarpanch of gram panchayat, chairperson of concern samiti in
gram panchayat. 75% of the members of committee should be women.
Supervisor of the anganwadi shall work as member secretary of the committee.
The committee should be registered under the society registration act or other

milar acts, the term of reference of the committees should be codified. The

5. The anganwadis should have their own buildings and kitchens, Ration and
other materials should be allocated to the anganwadis from the shops of Public




Distribution System for each anganwadis through the committees. The food item
should be prepared at the anganwadi centres. Outside supply system should be

stopped.

6.  Database is required to prepare for all children between age group of 3 to 6
years and every Anganwadi Centers should be equipped with biometric
system.

4. In the report dated 16/6/2012 it is mentioned that detailed
enquiry has been started by the Commission with respect to supply of

food stuffs for child between age group of six months to six years,

lactating mothers, pregnant women in Thane district (rural).

Accordingly notices have been issued to Dy. Chief Executive Officer,

women and child development, police officer, directing to appear

before the Commission along with related documents and report.

5. Mrs. Thorat, Dy.C.E.O., Women and Child Development, Zila
Parishad, Thane appeared before the Commission and submitted
detailed report. Contents in the report submitted by Dy. C.E.O. are

as follows :
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6. Investing officer Shri R.B.Mhamunkar has submitted his report
on 19/3/2013. Contents of report are as follows:
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7.  Further on 29/11/2013 final report has been submitted by

investigating officer. Content of report is as follows :
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8. The contents of report submitted by the investigating officer is

based on the sting operation conducted by the reporter Shri Saurabh
Gupta. In the sting operation, it is revealed that Mr. Yashwant



Shantaram Thakare residing at Mohkhurd running a retail shop in

the same village, were caught under camera when selling packets of

food stuffs to the beneficiaries as cattle food while food stuffs were
made for consumption of children between age of six months to three
years, lactating mother and pregnant women and supplied by the

Government under scheme, Take Home Ration (T.H.R.).

9.  Contents of the report submitted by the Dy. C.E.O. do not say

anything regarding the recovery of packets from the shop of Shri
Thakarey, and from where and how it went in the hand of Shri

Thakarey for sale. Even charge report submitted by the

investigating officer does not say about role of officers / employees
working under 1.C.D.S.

10. Discrepancies have been noticed in chalans issued at the
source and at the distribution centers , registers maintained by
Anganwadi sevikas. During enquiry, it is admitted by the staffs

that there is no control mechanjsm, regarding distribution of

packets, of food stuffs which are meant for children, pregnant and
lactating women. This is reason that why food items are being

siphoned and being used as cattle’s food. Records which are placed

during enquiry reveal that food stuffs have been distributed among
children, lactating and pregnant women. While in reality food stuffs

have been siphoned and placed to sale as cattle’s food , therefore

i

records prepared by the officers/employees working under 1.C.D.S.

&

are appearing false. Thus Active connivance of officers / employees

may not be ruled out in this matter . Therefore detailed investigation
by the department of Women and Child Development is required in
this matter.



11. After going through the facts, documents and statements

following are the recommendations of the commission :

1. Recommendations as made by the Commission in it’s
report dated 30/04/2012 and 15/5/2012 should. be

implemented in case of supply of Take Home Ration and
distribution of Ready to Eat Material .

2. Concern authorities in the Government s directed to
initiate appropriate action on the observation as made
by the commission in para 10.

By order and seal of Commission.

i : -
(A.N.Tripathi)
I.E.S.
Secretary
Maharashtra state commission for

Protection of child rights



