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CHAIRPERSON’S FORWARD

The innocent children bustling with various possibilities is the real asset of any
nation. They are not only the citizens of today, but are the future of our
nation. Hence it is our common responsibility to protect, harness and
promote their childhood. The Indian Constitution guarantees the right to
life, development, participation and protection to each of its citizen and
which are equally applicable to the children as well. The State Government
established the Maharashtra State Commission for protection of Child
Rights on date 24th July 2007 for protection and conservation of the
same.

Creation of a proper surrounding conducive for a safe healthy and confident
life for every child is the principal objective of the commission. The
commission coordinates with various government departments for ensuring
effective implementation of the Child Rights Protection Act 2005, Juvenile
Justice Act 2015, Protection of Children against Sexual Offences Act 2012 and
Right to Education Act 2009. The commission takes serious cognizance of
every complaint received in respect of offences against any child and attempts
to ensures that every child gets justice. Besides ensuring the disposal of
complaints, the commission also implements various workshops, awareness
initiatives, counselling and various enlightenment programs for overall
benefit of the children.
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CHAIRPERSON’S FORWARD

The commission implemented the following initiatives during the period
under review :-

1) Keep Playing (&Td @)
2)  Child Friendly Award (STer gl TRaR)

Similarly reviewed the POCSO and ].J. laws, and developed special
protocol for the rehabilitation of children and held hearings of various
pending cases. This initiatives have ensured justice, protection to the
children and ensured an appropriate direction to their bright future.

The commission has caused a positive change in the lives of thousands of
children. The commission is ensuring a competent and concrete structure
with the cooperation from police, courts, child welfare committees, health
and educational institutions, which will help create a safe and respectful
environment for each and every child. I feel that when we see the growing
a social awareness about the children’s rights in Maharashtra state, this
is definitely a result of the work done by the commission. I am convinced
that the Maharashtra State Commission for protection of Child Rights is
always alert to ensure protection, development opportunity and justice
to the children in our state.

All of us should ensure that every child in our state leads a happy, safe and
respectable childhood because this is our real national wealth

- Advocate Sushiben Shah
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ADMINISTRATIVE STRUCTURE IN THE

COMMISSION’S OFFICE

APPROVED 12 POSTS
. Yiesionsid Approved Filled up
I no esignation Bt -
1 Secretary 1 1
2 Legal Adviser 1 1

—

1cer 1 0

3 Administrative O

Assistant Administrative Officer
and Accounts Officer

5 Higher Grade Steno Typist 2 0
6 Probation Officer 2 1
7 Clerk 2 2
8 Peon 2 1
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A ] ABBREVIATIONS

ADGP Additional Director General of Police
CCI Childcare Institution
CCSE Countering Child Sexual Exploitation
CWC Child Welfare Committee
CWPO Child Welfare Police Officer
DCPU District Child Protection Unit
DO District Officer
DWCD Department of Women and Child Development
IAS Indian Administration Services
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ICMEC International Centre for Missing and Exploited Children
IG Inspector General
IIM International Justice Mission
IPS Indian Police Service
JJ Act Juvenile Justice Act, 2015
J]B Juvenile Justice Board
MoU Memorandum of Understanding
MSCPCR | Maharashtra State Commission for Protection of Child Rights
NCMEC National Centre for Missing and Exploited Children
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NCPCR National Commission for Protection of Child Rights
NCRB National Crime Records Bureau
PPP Public-Private Partnerships
PwC Price water house Coopers
SC Supreme Court
SIR Social Investigation Report
SJPU Special Juvenile Police Unit
SP Superintendent of Police
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A'] ESTABLISHMENT OF THE

COMMISSION

The Maharashtra State Commission for Protection of Child Rights was
established as a statutory body in July 2007 vide Child Rights Protection
Act 2005 (No 4 of 2006) for protection, promotion and defending the child
rights. The law defines Child to be a person less than eighteen years of age.
The section 2 ( B ) of the Act includes the following rights granted by the
principal standards adopted by the Childrens Rights Convention approved
by the United Nations General Assembly. The principal standards adopted
by the Children Rights Convention are as follows :

¢ The child will be protected against alltype ~ ® Every child is entitled to right to

of discrimination on the basis of race, live, life and development by
color, sex, language, religion political or birth which includes maximum
other inclinations, national racial or achieved health standards to
social origin, property, disability, birth or treatment facilities and
social status of the child. education as well which were

directed towards development of

o The interests of the child shall be primary fully capable personality. The
in all the actions connected with it. children are entitled to social
security benetfits.
 The child shall be entitled to get

identification, name and nationality. e Every child shall be entitled to
take rest and engage itself in

SPOrts and entertainment
Initiatives.
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Every Child shall be entitled to ideal
mental, spiritual, moral and social
development.

No child can be illegally transferred,
abducted, sold or trafficked for any
immoral purposes in any nature. The
children’s opinion shall be given its
due importance.

The child cannot be separated from
its parents against its wishes. The
Child can be separated from the
parents only if it is necessary for its
benefit.

The child deprived of family
environment shall be entitled to
special protection and assistance
afforded by the state.

The institutions responsible for the
upbringing or protection of the child
shall comply the stipulated standards
of established service and facilities.

ANNUAL REPORT 2023-24

e The child shall be protected from

economic exploitation.

The children should not be
subjected to 1illegal use of
Intoxicating drugs and
substances causing ill effects on
the mind.

e A mentally or physically unfit

child should enjoy his life

completely and entirely, which
shall ensure his dignity, enhance
self reliance and enable him to
actively  participate in the
soclety.

The child should be safe from all

type of physical and mental
violence, misconduct, injury,
neglect or abuse or exploitation

including sexual exploitation.
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e Violation of child

 Every child should be protected ® Non

from each and every form of sexual
exploitation

e To inspect any remand home or
residence or institution under the
control of the State Government,
along with the institutions operated
by organizations including their
officials where children have been
taken into possession with the
objective of treatment,
improvement or protection or the
premises which were allocated to

them for their residence and if

required to take them to such
ofticers for remedial action. ;

e To inquire into the grievances or
take Su-MOTO cognizance of the
following matters

rights and
depriving them of the same. ;

Non implementation of the laws
meant for the protection and
development of the children

implementation of policy
decisions, guidelines or instructions
intended to reduce the troubles of
children and ensure their benefit as
well as to grant them relief and to
raise the various points arising in
such cases with the competent
authority and other appropriate
duties for enhancement of child
rights incidental thereto. .

To analyse the prevailing policies,
laws and practices for evaluating
the compliance of sessions related
to child rights and submit the
reports on the working of such
security measures annually and at
periodic intervals deemed fit by the
commission :

* To conduct formal investigation in

cases where the child itself or any
concerned individual on its behalf
has expressed concern ;
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To promote and respect all the

departments /
related with the
children as well as their work and to
consider their opinion / outlook

government
Institutions

seriously

Every child should be protected
from each and every form of sexual
exploitation

Presentation and dissemination of
information related to child rights. ;

To collect and analyse information
related to the children. ;

To promote inclusion of child rights
in school curriculums, and to impart
training to teachers and other
employees related to the children,

No child can be subjected to
atrocities or any cruel, inhuman or
undignified treatment or
punishment or illegally deprived

from any type of his liberty.
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® Any child who is victim of any type

of neglect, exploitation or atrocity
should be physically and mentally
rehabilitated and all appropriate
measures will be taken to promote
his reintegration into the society.

International Humanitarian law
applicable to children
affected by armed conflict or war

Rules
like situation shall be honored.

Every child accused of or identified
for violating the law is entitled to

dignified and

freatment.

appropriate

e The confidentiality about identity

of any child accused or convicted
for violation of law shall be
protected from illegal interference
or entry into his house and his
dignity and self respect should be
protected.
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B | DUTIES OF THE COMMISSION

VIDE THE STATE CHILD RIGHTS PROTECTION ACT 2005

® 1. To verity and review any protection ® --harassment and exploitation,

to child rights offered vide or under pornography and prostitution

any Act and recommend measures and to recommend action in such
for its effective implementation; cases. ;

e To pay attention to children

® As a measure of that precaution or requiring special care and

required by the commission, to protection,  which  includes

submit annual or periodic reports to estranged,  neglected  and

the State Government; atfected, legally challenged,

minor, orphaned children and

e To Inquire into the violation of and to recommend action in such
children’s rights and to recommend cases.;

action in such cases.

* To study international

e To examine all the matters conventions and other means and

prohibiting to take advantage of child to regularly review the prevailing

rights of children affected by policies, planning of programs

terrorism, communal violence, HIV and other 1nitiatives related to

| AIDS, tratficking, abuse, -------------- child rights and to recommend

action 1n such cases:
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® To

e Toundertake and promote research related to child rights;

e To literacy about child rights in various constituents of the society and to
enhance awareness about the various solutions available for protection of the
children rights through publications, media, symposia and other available

media.

UNDER THE RIGHT TO FREE AND COMPULSARY

EDUCATION ACT 2009

Following duties have been entrusted to the Child Rights Protection
Commission vide section 31 and 32 of the Right to Education Act 2009

the
protection of rights granted vide the
said Act ( Right to Education Act 2009
) and to recommend measures for its

examine and review

etfective implementation.

To inquire into complaints related to
free and compulsory education of the

children.

To take necessary action for
protection of child rights in terms of
section 15 and 24 of the Child Rights

Act 2005.

e While conducting inquiry into any
matter related to the Child Rights
laws and compulsory education,
they shall possess the
authority as vested In

same
the

commission vide section 14 and 24
of the Child Rights Act 2005.

e Not  withstanding  anything
included in section 31, any
individual can submit written

complaint related to the child rights
vide the Right to Education to the
functioning local authority of the
area of operation.
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The local authority shall decide the matter after receiving the complaint, as
per Section 32(1).

Any individual aggrieved due to decision of the local authority can prefer
appeal to the State Commission. The State Commission shall decide the
said appeal vide section 32 (3 ) of the Act.
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